PANEL TASTING

Southern Rhône whites

Better known for its reds, the southern Rhône Valley also produces characterful,
juicy white wines – and not just from Châteauneuf-du-Pape, as Matt Walls reports

Excellent value
There are three other crus that produce white wine.
Vacqueyras, northeast of Châteauneuf, produces a tiny
quantity from gravel and sandstone soils. It’s a broad,
silky, concentrated style, often with herbal elements and
freshness when made with care. Further north is Cairanne,
which is slightly leaner, highly drinkable, but retaining
that trademark Rhône juiciness.
On the west bank of the Rhône lies Lirac and much of
the terroir is littered with the pebbles associated with
Châteauneuf. Wines produced here rarely have the
same opulence, but they do offer a saline, stony edge
that can bring freshness – and they’re excellent value.
Of the ‘named village’ wines, look out for Laudun on
the west bank, notable for its more linear style. On the
east bank, Sablet, Séguret and Valréas all offer delicious
and characterful options. When it comes to the basic
Côtes du Rhône appellation and satellite Rhône
appellations, such as Luberon, there are bargains to be
had, but it’s safest to buy on recommendation.
Matt Walls is the DWWA Regional Chair for Rhône
and writes about the region for Decanter and other titles
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2012 Good, fresh

2015 Opulent and

2011 Reasonable

concentrated whites,
some with heady levels
of alcohol. Only the very
best will age, to 2035.

2014 A cool, rainy

summer helped retain
acidity and freshness.
Best will last to 2030.

2013 Good vintage.

Concentrated and fresh.
The best Châteauneufs
will keep to 2025.

vintage – not high in
acidity or concentrated.
Drink rather than keep.

vintage – drink rather
than keep all but the
very best wines.

2010 Excellent year,
powerful wines. The
Châteauneufs will be
long-lived, to 2040.

2009 Hot growing
season. The best
Châteauneufs are still
going strong and will
last to 2035.
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White southern Rhône:
know your vintages
acidity, concentration
and freshness. It’s likely
to be very long-lived.

VENTOUX

Sorgues

Signargues

GARD

Vacqueyras

2

1

COTES DU
RHONE/
VILLAGES

N
s

FRANCE

Ai
gu
e

River
Rhône

White Southern Rhône

ce

LUBERON

Map: Maggie Nelson

Lyon

Rhône

IF THERE’S ONE style of wine that is guaranteed to
make you feel like Henry VIII clad in ermine, it’s white
Châteauneuf-du-Pape. Most dry white wines from the
southern Rhône have a certain opulence, flavoured with
the kind of fruits that dribble down your chin – golden
pears, white peaches, blushing apricots. When balanced
with freshness, definition and cut, the wines can be
stunning; however, they risk being heavy and corpulent.
The majority of wine made in the southern Rhône is
red – white accounts for only some 6% of the total volume.
Most of the more interesting wines are blends. There are
some local oddities, such as Picardan, but the principal
grape varieties are Bourboulenc, Clairette, Grenache
Blanc, Marsanne, Roussanne and Viognier. Most of these
produce fulsome wines that have an affinity with oak;
they usually work better at the dinner table than the bar.
White grapes are grown in small quantities across the
region, from Montélimar to Avignon – some sub-regions,
villages and crus are more suited to producing good
whites than others. The most famous is Châteauneuf-duPape, where the most concentrated and ageworthy
whites of the southern Rhône are produced.
Whereas most southern whites are best drunk within
four years of vintage, the best Châteauneufs can age for
30 years or more. Thanks to soil types, grape varieties
and winemaking options, styles vary from mediumbodied and tense to flamboyantly rich. Most producers
block malolactic fermentation to retain acidity, while
fermentation and ageing in oak is common.

The facts
Volume of white wine
across Rhône region
(N and S, 2016) 190,425hl
Proportion of white 6%
Main white grape
varieties Bourboulenc,
Clairette, Grenache Blanc,
Marsanne, Roussanne,
Viognier
Southern crus producing
whites Cairanne,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape,
Lirac, Vacqueyras
Other appellations that
bottle whites Côtes du
Rhône, Côtes du RhôneVillages, Côtes du
Rhône-Villages + named
Village (eg Séguret), other
Rhône Valley appellations
such as Luberon, Ventoux ➢

D E C A N T E R • A u g u s t 2017 | 79

SOUTHERN RHONE WHITES

PANEL TASTING

The results

Outstanding 95–97pts

These weighty but food-friendly whites are inexpensive and offer an exciting mix of
Rhône varieties – what’s not to love, asked our cheerful panel. Amy Wislocki reports
WE’RE IN AN area where the focus is most definitely red.
But overlook the whites of the southern Rhône and you
will be missing out on a great source of good-value wine
styles, cautioned our tasters, who were impressed by
the quality and excitement on offer.
Simon Field MW confessed that he arrived for the
tasting with some trepidation. ‘I think the reputation of
white Rhône is of overripe, oxidised, coarse, poorly
made wines – we had none of that today,’ he said. ‘These
wines offer the ABC (Anything But Chardonnay) factor,
with real varietal definition and expression [permitted
grapes include Bourboulenc, Clairette, Grenache Blanc,
Marsanne, Roussanne and Viognier].
‘Southern Rhône whites have also been renowned for
generations as great food wines, and the gastronomic
potential was clear today. You want a bit of fat, some
glycerol, but the balance was there – and in most, the
alcohol wasn’t overstated.’
The clear favourite was Châteauneuf-du-Pape, well
represented in the top-scoring wines. ‘In the past these
wines could be over-extracted and over-concentrated,
heavy and overoaked,’ said Matt Walls. ‘This wasn’t the
case at all here. The wines had freshness; the oak was
dialled down and that allowed the energy and vibrancy
that comes from the terroir to sing, without being
masked by oak.’ Laurent Richet MS agreed: ‘These wines
had freshness, acidity, elevation and great balance.’
More care is needed when selecting wines at Côtes
du Rhône blanc level. ‘These were very up and down,’
said Walls. ‘There was very little consistency of style, or
quality, and this is an appellation where you shouldn’t
buy blind. There are so many soils, terroirs, varietal
options and winemaking styles that it’s unsurprising.’
‘Yes, if we were tasting red Côtes du Rhône, you’d be

‘These wines have been renowned
for generations as great food wines;
these had that fat, glycerol quality
but were in balance’ Simon Field MW
looking at 60% Grenache, but the whites are far more
varied,’ added Field. Richet agreed that it was a mixed
bag at this level, but pointed out that most of the wines
were well made.
All three tasters preferred the 2016 wines over those
from the hotter 2015 vintage, though Richet felt that the
weight of the 2015 whites made them ideal for drinking
with food. ‘But some of the 2015s were already mature
and even beginning to look like they should be drunk
already – a bit flabby and lacking in freshness,’ argued
Walls. ‘The 2016s were more positive in terms of
concentration of flavour, freshness and definition.
‘In general, it’s best to buy the youngest vintage you
can find with these wines,’ Walls advised, with Field
adding that fresh vintages like 2016 and 2014 are best.
Other categories singled out for praise included
Ventoux and Costières de Nîmes (‘vibrant, easy drinking
and not overworked’, Richet) and Lirac (‘fresh, mediumbodied with a mineral edge’, Walls), with Cairanne a
particular star. Field described the Cairanne wines as
having a chalky salinity and impressive length. Walls
revealed that when buying white southern Rhône,
Cairanne is the appellation he chooses most regularly –
‘You get a bit more fat, weight and richness compared
to Lirac. I find it consistently good from year to year, and
the wines are very good value, characterful and
balanced.’ Quite an endorsement.

The scores

96 wines tasted
Exceptional

0

Outstanding

2

Highly
Recommended

24

Recommended

52

Commended

11

Fair

5

Poor

0

Faulty

2

Entry criteria: producers
and UK agents were
invited to submit latestrelease, UK-available dry,
still southern Rhône AP
whites, with a maximum of
two wines per producer

The judges
Simon Field MW

Laurent Richet MS

Matt Walls

Field joined awardwinning Berry Bros &
Rudd in 1998, having
spent several years
as a chartered
accountant in the City.
In addition to buying
the Spanish and
fortified ranges, he is
also responsible for Champagne, LanguedocRoussillon, the Rhône and the Loire. He gained
his Master of Wine qualification in 2002.

Richet was born in the
Loire Valley and
attended Saumur’s
catering college.
In 2010 he won the
Gastronomy Team of
the Year competition,
and was awarded the
Laurent-Perrier Grand
Siècle Cup in passing his Master Sommelier
exams. He recently gained the Saké Sommelier
qualification, while working at Restaurant Sat
Bains in Nottingham as head sommelier.

Walls is an awardwinning wine writer,
author and blogger
who regularly
contributes to
Decanter. He also
helps restaurants to
develop exceptional
wine lists, judges in
wine competitions and is editor of The London
Wine Guide iPhone app. He blogs at www.
mattwalls. co.uk and tweets @mattwallswine.
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Château de Vaudieu, Châteauneuf-duPape 2016
Decanter average score: 95/100pts Individual judges’ scores: 95
Simon Field MW 95 Laurent Richet MS 95 Matt Walls 95

N/A UK www.famillebrechet.com
Château de Vaudieu, the flagship winery from family Bréchet, has been
producing wine for more than 250 years in the Val de Dieu area. The
limestone and flint bedrock soil contributes to the acidity in the whites
produced, shaping the style and ageing potential. In 1987, Sylvette
Bréchet took control of the winery, joined later by her sons Laurent and
Julien, who have focused on achieving the best potential from each of
their 32 terroir-specific vineyard plots.
Simon Field MW An attractive nose; chalky, orchard fruit, yellow fruit
and soft spice give a great first impression. The palate is restrained,
tight, but has intimations of impressive length and capacity to develop.
Laurent Richet MS This is a refreshing style of Châteauneuf-du-Pape
showing great complexity and concentration. However, it’s fun and
vibrant with good acidity, which balances out the weighty fruit flavours.
Matt Walls This is a gentle yet vivid wine with some interesting stony
aromas along with lime leaf and pickled ginger. It’s full and broad, but
has firm acidity that really cuts through the rich, ripe fruits and wakes
you up. The alcohol is perhaps just a little raised, but this is a big wine
with everything in balance. It’s vibrant and buzzing.
Drink 2017-2025 Alcohol 14.5%

Domaine Les Hautes Cances, Cuvée
Tradition, Cairanne 2016 95 SF 95 LR 95 MW 95
£13.50 OW Loeb & Co
This small family estate of 16ha is situated on the slopes of Cairanne,
just north of Avignon. After inheriting her family’s estate, Anne-Marie
Astart made the decision to leave the medical profession and take on
the task of continuing the family tradition. The thing that makes this
estate special is its low-yielding vines – these have an average age of
48 years, with some even reaching 100 years old. This white cuvée is
grown on south-facing limestone and sandy soils: excellent for
Bourboulenc, Clairette and white Grenache.
SF A modest lime-green colour with a nose of blossom and summer
meadows. The palate is statuesque and a little unformed, however the
impressive framework of acidity holding and maintaining a tight grip
makes this mouthwateringly excellent.
LR This wine has an array of aromas and flavours. The initial hit of
vanilla on the nose, followed by vibrant, energetic citrus flavours,
lemon juice and apples, is a great start to a developing palate of zesty,
acidic Granny Smith apple.
MW The wine has a gentle floral aroma on the nose. This is followed by
some good energy on the palate with lots of dynamism. It’s extremely
refreshing acidity lengthens the already vibrant and long finish. Herbal
notes also give more complexity to the wine, making it very drinkable.
Drink 2017-2020 Alc 13.5%

Highly Recommended 90–94pts

Domaine de Nalys, Eicelenci,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2015
92 SF 93 LR 90 MW 93

£36 Davy’s
Blossom, honeysuckle and peach kernel on the
nose; the mouthfeel is impressive. There’s lots
of puppy fat to it, giving body and power.
White pepper and lime are behind orchard
fruit flavours on the palate. It’s a balanced and
powerful wine. Drink 2017-2022 Alc 13.5%

Domaine Maby, La Fermade,
Lirac 2016 92 SF 92 LR 92 MW 93
£9.95 The Wine Society
A wine that is so full of youthful energy! Its
stone fruit character, orange peel and yellow
peach complement its rather spicy edge.
There’s an almost salty, mineral feel on the
finish, which makes it powerful and long, but
refined. Drink 2017-2020 Alc 14.5%

Domaine de Fontavin, Les Vignes
de mon Père, Côtes du Rhône
2015 91 SF 92 LR 90 MW 91
£9.45 The Imperial Wine Co
The salty mineral aroma on the nose is
followed by flowers, plums and green apples.
This is really very fresh on the palate, revealing
hints of fennel and liquorice, and a mango
flavoured custard character on the finish.
Drink 2017-2019 Alc 13.5% ➢

Taste over 600 fine wines, and meet the world’s
best wine producers all under one roof
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Highly Recommended (continued) 90–94pts

Domaine de L’Amauve, La
Daurèle, Côtes du Rhône Villages
Séguret 2016 91 SF 92 LR 89 MW 91
£14.95 Earle Wines

Domaine Giraud, Les
Gallimardes, Châteauneuf-duPape 2016 91 SF 90 LR 90 MW 94
N/A UK www.domainegiraud.fr

Attractive aromatics of lime and elderflower
frame a hint of jasmine on the nose, then the
palate is lifted by an intense apricot fruit that’s
well integrated, complementing its long finish.
Drink 2017-2019 Alc 13%

Lime leaf, citrus pith and subtle grainy oak
spice open this wine, followed by a scenic
orchard of Conference pears and finely
defined acid. It’s very appetising and
drinkable. Drink 2017-2024 Alc 14.5%

Mas Carlot, Costières de Nîmes
2016 91 SF 92 LR 90 MW 92
£11-£11.25 H2Vin, Terra Wines, Vagabond

Tardieu-Laurent, Guy Louis,
Côtes du Rhône 2015

Les Dauphins, Réserve, Côtes du
Rhône 2015 91 SF 91 LR 90 MW 91
£7.99 Asda, Tesco
This is a solid example of a Côtes du Rhône
with hints of elderflower cordial and lime.
The finish is long and defined and there is
some textural grain, like pear flesh, that gives
it structure, as well as a cleansing drinkability.
Drink 2017-2019 Alc 13%

A fascinating blend. Fresh and blossomy,
broad and flowing with good concentration
and balance. It has a long, mineral-driven finish,
complete, harmonious and delicious. This is an
excellent example. Drink 2017-2019 Alc 13.5%

£17.35 Corney & Barrow

Château de Vaudieu, Clos du
Belvédère, Châteauneuf-du-Pape
2016 90 SF 89 LR 88 MW 92
POA Liberty Wines

Fresh on the nose with oak spice. It has a citric
grip; crab-apple, gorse and greengage in
support; finely etched acidity runs through its
veins. Drink 2017-2019 Alc 14%

Baked orange peel on the nose, followed by
red apple and yellow pear. Full-bodied and
richly concentrated with ample acidity and
vibrancy. Drink 2017-2022 Alc 14.5%

Château Juvenal, Les Ribes du
Vallat, Ventoux 2015

Château L’Ermitage, Ste Cécile
Blanc, Costières de Nîmes 2016

£12.60 The Big Red Wine Co

£15 Boutinot, Kingsbridge Wine Room, Noble Green,

Château Sixtine, Châteauneufdu-Pape 2016 90 SF 91 LR 89 MW 89
£30 (2015) Laithwaite’s

Calls to mind summer Mediterranean
meadows and freshly mown grass. Peach,
apricot and mango fruits dominate the palate,
complemented by a rich, oily, textured finish.
Drink 2017-2022 Alc 13.5%

Noel Young, Taylors of Tickhill, The Vineyard, Wine Utopia

Domaine Brusset, L’Esprit
de Papet, Cairanne 2015

Domaine Chante Cigale,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2016 90

90 SF 92 LR 90 MW 89

90 SF 90 LR 92 MW 88

91 SF 90 LR 92 MW 90

90 SF 91 LR 89 MW 91

Indulgent, with creamy oak apparent. It’s
full-bodied, with ample, concentrated, juicy
nectarine and pear fruit. It has a long, natural,
acidic finish. Drink 2017-2022 Alc 13.5%

SF 89 LR 89 MW 92

£18 The Big Red Wine Co

£23-£24 Boutinot, Blas ar Fwyd, D Byrne & Co, Exel,

An unashamedly hedonistic wine, this is
fulsome and honeyed with patisserie-like
character. There’s an extra layer of refined,
smoky fruits and a fresh citric finish, leaving
the palate cleansed. Drink 2017-2020 Alc 14%

Fenwick, Mill Hill Wines, ND John, Priory Wines,
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St Andrews Wine Co, Vinomondo, WoodWinters

Aromas of lime blossom and straw. The rich
palate brims with acidity, herbs of thyme and
rosemary, and fruits. Drink 2017-2022 Alc 14%

This wine is bright in colour and energetic in
temperament; orchard fruits and soft spice are
in evidence. Pear fruit, hints of greengage and
a modest chalky lift. There’s piercing acidity
running through it, bringing balance and a
long finish. Drink 2017-2023 Alc 14.5%

Domaine de la Janasse, Côtes du
Rhône 2015 90 SF 88 LR 90 MW 91
£14.13 Exel
This is a rich and expressive wine that has
notes of elderberry, honeysuckle and lime all
in evidence. The finish is creamy and textured,
nicely topped off with a dash of pear compote.
It’s a well-judged and unforced style.
Drink 2017-2019 Alc 13.5% ➢
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Highly Recommended (continued) 90–94pts

Domaine d’Ouréa, Vacqueyras
2015 90 SF 90 LR 89 MW 92
£18.78 Uvinum

Domaine Giraud, Les Sables
d’Arène, Côtes du Rhône 2016
90 SF 93 LR 89 MW 88

This has an initial offering of well-integrated
spicy oak. It’s a full-bodied style, exhibiting a
pear and quince fruit richness, along with
balanced acidity that gives good energy to the
finish. Drink 2017-2020 Alc 13%

N/A UK www.domainegiraud.fr
This is a wine with stone fruit, hints of almond
essence, quince and fennel. Full-bodied and
oily, the palate is reminiscent of nougat and
hints of tobacco. The saline finish makes it
very enjoyable. Drink 2017-2019 Alc 14%

Domaine Roger Sabon,
Renaissance, Châteauneuf-duPape 2015 90 SF 89 LR 89 MW 92
£29 Cambridge Wine Merchants, Four Walls,

Domaine St Gayan, L’Oratory,
Côtes du Rhône Villages Sablet
2015 90 SF 89 LR 90 MW 91
£13.75 Yapp Bros

Roberts & Speight, Stainton Wines

The nose is pungent, like seawater, inlaid with
Indian spices and aromatics. It’s light and fresh
with subtle elegance. A very drinkable wine.
Drink 2017-2019 Alc 13.5%

Lime skin is the first thing that comes to the
nose, pine nuts too. It is slightly soft, but very
vibrant and fresh with a long, pure, mineral
finish. Drink 2017-2021 Alc 13.5%

Le Clos des Cazaux, Les Clefs
d’Or, Vacqueyras 2016
£12.95 (2015) The Wine Society

Vignobles Mayard, La Crau de
Ma Mère, Châteauneuf-du-Pape
2015 90 SF 92 LR 89 MW 88
N/A UK www.vignobles-mayard.fr

A powerful, imposing wine with vibrant fresh
citrus notes on the nose and palate. Lime zest
with hints of hay, lavender and jasmine: it’s a
refreshing wine. Drink 2017-2020 Alc 13%

Edgy and youthful, with herbs, orchard fruit
and a whiff of gunflint, then a suggestion of
caramelised apple and an attractive backdrop
of Provençal herbs. Drink 2017-2020 Alc 14%

90 SF 90 LR 90 MW 90

Recommended 86–89pts

Recommended (continued) 86–89pts

Domaine Roche Audran, Côtes
du Rhône 2015 90 SF 90 LR 89 MW 91
£11.85 Christopher Piper
A fascinating kerosene and greengage nose is
the initial note. Sweet and sour red cherries
are on the palate, as is a hint of golden apple.
It’s quite light in style, showing elegance and
freshness. Drink 2017-2018 Alc 13.5%

Domaine Saladin, Per El, Côtes
du Rhône 2015 90 SF 89 LR 92 MW 89
£25 Clark Foyster
An impressive blend, full-bodied and flowing.
The palate shows an array of flavours, with
notes of apricot, lavender, jasmine, nectarine.
There’s also an added mineral note to it in the
mouth, giving a beautifully complex finish.
Drink 2017-2019 Alc 13.5%

Xavier Vignon, Côtes du Rhône
2015 90 SF 91 LR 90 MW 89
£11 The Big Red Wine Co
Attractive apricot and peach flavours in the
mouth. It’s certainly not the most elegant;
however a lovely wine with food, matching
with andouillette served with lentils and
caramelised onions. Drink 2017-2019 Alc 14%

Wine

Score SF

LR

MW

Tasting note

Alc

Drink

Price

Stockists

Château Val Joanis, Les
Aubepines, Luberon 2015

89

88

88

91

There’s some concentration of fruit on the nose, with honeysuckle and pear,
matched by spicy oak. It’s full-bodied, fresh and harmonious.

13%

20172019

£17.99£20.99

Champagnes & Châteaux,
The Wine Library

Domaine Brusset, Les Travers,
Cairanne 2016

89

89

88

91

This wine has lots of orchard fruits, elderflower and limes. The palate is
reminiscent of fresh bread dough, with a lifting mineral edge.

13%

20172019

£10

The Big Red Wine Co

Domaine de Fontavin,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2013

89

90

89

88

Wax and salt make this wine interesting from the outset. Herbal seaweed,
elderflower and lime give many dimensions to the finale.

13.5% 20172020

£25.95

Imperial Wine Co

Dom de l’Echevin, G de Rouville,
CdR Villages St Maurice 2016

89

90

88

88

This forward, fresh, concentrated wine calls to mind Seville orange groves
13.5% 2017and an exotic fruit bowl. There’s restraint on the palate, good length and acid.
2018

£14.50
(2015)

The Wine Society

Domaine de La Charbonnière,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2015

89

90

88

90

Fennel and pear on the nose, leading to a creamy, rounded palate with
concentration and an enduring finish.

14%

20172020

£27.80

Black Dog Wine Co, Harrods, Highbury
Vintners, Quaff

Domaine de St Siffrein,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2016

89

88

88

92

Gentle wafts of lime leaf and lemongrass are evident on the nose, the oily
palate heralding ripe golden apples and crème caramel.

14%

20172022

£29.99

The Winery

Dom de St Siffrein, Le Berlou,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2015

89

88

90

88

Pure citrus, lime and oyster shell on the nose. Atypical flavours continue on
the palate, with an enjoyably understated, leafy cassis character.

14%

20172020

£38.99

The Winery

Domaine du Père Caboche,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2016

89

90

88

89

The nose has notes of honeysuckle, pear and pineapple, with a hint of sweet
pea! There’s fresh, energetic acidity and a hint of green tea on the finish.

13.5% 20172020

£17

Yapp Bros

Domaine Lafond Roc-Epine,
Lirac 2016

89

88

88

92

An attractive floral nose, with elderflower cordial, white plum and a whiff of
tobacco leaf. It has lovely acidity and a chalky finish.

14%

20172019

£14.50£15

Drinkmonger, Dulwich Vintners, Latitude,
Le Bon Vin, St Andrews Wine Co,
The Oxford Wine Co, The Vineking

Dom St Amant, La Tabardonne,
Côtes du Rhône Villages 2015

89

86

88

92

There’s expressive apricot and a touch of marzipan. It’s fresh and
14%
concentrated, balanced with piercing acidity, nutty oak and a touch of clove.

20172019

£15

Waitrose

Laudun Chusclan Vignerons,
CdR Villages Laudun 2015

89

88

89

90

Fresh fennel and liquorice are the initial offerings on the nose. It’s full-bodied, 13.5% 2017slightly lacking in acidity perhaps, but neatens up with a pure, mineral finish.
2019

£10.50

Great Western Wine

Château Beauchêne, Viognier,
Côtes du Rhône 2016

88

88

88

89

An interesting nose of apple and quince, followed by a soy sauce kind of
appeal, popcorn and crème pâtissière. It makes an impressive impact.

13.5% 20172019

£13.25

Private Cellar

Ch de Montfaucon, Comtesse
Madeleine, Lirac 2015

88

88

89

87

Lime cordial, poached pear and fig on the nose. This is followed by baked
orange custard, roasted almonds and excellent acidity.

13%

£17.08

OW Loeb & Co

Château L’Ermitage, Tradition
Blanc, Costières de Nîmes 2016

88

88

90

85

This is an attractive and energetic example with hints of honeysuckle
emerging on the nose and mouth. It is broad, fresh and silky on the palate.

13.5% 20172019

£10

Amps Fine Wines, Boutinot, D Byrne & Co,
Great Grog, John Hattersley, Noble Green,
Noel Young

Dom André Mathieu, Vin di
Felibre, Châteauneuf 2015

88

88

88

89

Intriguing nose of pine forest and wet stones, honeycomb and liquorice with
fennel hints. Equally esoteric palate, almost medicinal with concentration.

13.5% 20172022

POA

Vinothentic

Domaine de Fondrèche,
Ventoux 2016

88

88

85

90

A floral nose of honeysuckle, nectarine and apricot make this a pure summer
indulgence. There’s good concentration of fruit and length too.

13%

20172019

£13.75£14

H2Vin, Terra Wines

Dom de Fontbonau, La Lence
de Fontbonau, CdR 2015

88

85

89

89

This has fresh cream and melted butter on the nose, a touch of honey and
15%
orchard fruits. Rich and rounded finish, with a good persistent nougat flavour.

20172019

£20.02

OW Loeb & Co

Domaine de la Solitude,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2015

88

88

89

87

A hint of kerosene and elderberry evidenced immediately. This is superseded 13.5% 2017by a food-friendly, powerfully savoury style on the palate.
2025

£27£32.99

Exel, Find Me That Wine, Hailsham Wine
Cellars, Hallgarten Druitt & Novum,
Strictly Wine, Wine Poole

Domaine des Bosquets, Cheval
Long, Côtes du Rhône 2016

88

88

90

86

This is a vibrant wine with pineapple and peach on the nose and a citric pull
13%
on the palate, accompanied by nectarine and mandarin juice. Good freshness.

POA

Liberty Wines

Gabriel Meffre, St Jean,
CdR Villages Cairanne 2015

88

87

90

88

Custard aromas with hints of almond and citrus make a good impression from 13.5% 2017the outset. Freshness, balance, great acidity and a vibrant, orange juice feel.
2019

N/A UK

www.gabriel-meffre.fr

Gabriel Meffre, St Vincent,
Côtes du Rhône 2016

88

87

90

87

Banana and pear on the nose, then there’s a juicy mouthfeel of peach and
apricot fruit with lively acidity throughout.

13%

20172020

N/A UK

www.gabriel-meffre.fr

Le Clos des Cazaux, Vielles
Vignes, Vacqueyras 2015

88

91

85

89

This is an oaky style with a generous, rich colour and attractive golden nose,
vanillin, figs, ripe pear and hints of mango.

13%

20172019

£14.50

Georges Barbier, Justerini & Brooks,
The Wine Society

20172020

20172019

Wine

Score SF

LR

MW

Tasting note

Alc

Drink

Price

Stockists

Alain Jaume, Blanc de
Viognier, Côtes du Rhône 2016

89

88

88

90

Lemongrass and honeysuckle on the nose, a touch of fresh peach and
marzipan. Full, lush but enough concentration of fruit to maintain structure.

13%

20172018

£9.60£15.50

Georges Barbier, H2Vin

Les Grandes Serres, Hommage
du Rhône, Châteauneuf 2016

88

87

89

87

Orchard fruit nose with a whisper from the boudoir! There’s white pepper and 13.5% 2017blossom on the mouth, some mineral and a hint of spice on the finish.
2020

£17.99

Waitrose

B&G Gonnet, La Font du Vent
Les Promesses, CdR 2016

89

91

89

86

There are hints of yeast, pineapple and exotic fruit. It’s nicely constructed
with a hint of white pepper on the finish.

13.5% 20172018

£10.95

Davy's

Malmont, Côtes du Rhône
Villages Séguret 2016

88

88

88

88

Aromas of almonds initially, enhanced by a green fruit character, white
pepper and juicy pear on the palate. It has an intriguing custardy finish.

13%

20172019

£21

Stannary St Wine Co

Boutinot, La Fleur Solitaire,
Côtes du Rhône 2016

89

88

88

90

Subtle nose of almonds and verbena; the palate has energy and a touch of
precocious spritz. Fragrant, with Granny Smith apples coming through.

13%

20172018

£10

Widely available via UK agent Boutinot

Bijou, Ciel de Lilac, Costières
de Nîmes 2016

87

86

85

89

Fresh apricots and kiwi fruit dominate on the nose. To taste, there’s a
refreshing, juicy fruit mix of apples, pears and peaches.

13%

20172019

£9

Crush Wines

Château d’Aqueria, Lirac 2016

89

88

89

90

Stone fruits on the nose, and touches of citrus pith and fresh linen. The palate 14%
is crisp and chalky, with impressive length, integrity and discreet power.

20172020

POA

Fields Morris & Verdin

Château Beauchêne, Grande
Réserve, Côtes du Rhône 2016

87

87

90

84

Lime zest is the core of the wine, bringing vibrancy and tension. An apple
core flavour develops further down, proving long and balanced.

13.5% 20172019

£11.95

Private Cellar

Ch La Nerthe, Les Cassagnes de
la Nerthe, CdR Villages 2016

89

87

89

92

This is youthful, combining aromas of roses, fennel, peach, honeysuckle and
spice. Medium-bodied, with precision and good acidity.

£17.99£20.99

Champagnes & Châteaux

Château La Verrerie, Luberon
2015

87

86

88

88

There are complex aromas of baked peach and apricots with vanilla and
honey. Evident oak gives a creamy yet oily texture on the finish.

13%

£15.21£17.99

Exel, Liberty Wines
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SOUTHERN RHONE WHITES

PANEL TASTING

Recommended (continued) 86–89pts

My top three
Simon Field MW

My top three
Laurent Richet MS

My top three
Matt Walls

n Château de Vaudieu,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2016

n Château de Vaudieu,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2016

n Château de Vaudieu,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2016

An outstanding expression – on the one
hand rich, indulgent and distinctly
Mediterranean; on the other, disarmingly
fresh and therefore refreshing. It’s a
beguiling paradox. 95 Drink 2017-2025

Laurent Brechet shows here that minimal
use of oak gives much better freshness
and fruit definition, with enough structure
for cellaring. 95 Drink 2017-2025

It’s no surprise to see this consistent
producer do so well. Opulent fruits, lime
leaf and good balancing acidity: luxurious
yet refreshing. 95 Drink 2017-2025

n Domaine Les Hautes Cances,
Cuvée Tradition, Cairanne 2016

n Domaine Les Hautes Cances,
Cuvée Tradition, Cairanne 2016

Entirely handmade, with intense critical
grape selection. Shows the tremendous
quality of this domaine and the vibrancy
of its wines. 95 Drink 2017-2020

White Cairanne can be thrilling, and
Hautes-Cances rarely disappoints. Floral
with herbal hints, this is buzzing with
energy – so drinkable, and very long.
95 Drink 2017-2020

Wine

Score SF

LR

MW

Tasting note

Alc

Drink

Price

Stockists

Château Val Joanis, Tradition,
Luberon 2015

87

87

88

86

Lifted aromas of lemon juice and golden apple with a sense of crushed stones. 13%
On the palate, vibrant acidity and fresh fruits dominate the zesty finish.

20172019

£11.99

Champagnes & Châteaux

Colombo & Fille, Côtes du
Rhône 2015

87

87

88

85

Attractive nose; floral, almond and a touch of bath salts! The mouthfeel is
complex and balanced with a lovely acidic backbone.

13%

20172019

£12.45

Bon Coeur, D Vine Cellars, Field & Fawcett,
Hennings, Planet of the Grapes,
Vino Wines

Domaine André Brunel, La
Bécassonne, CdR 2015

87

87

85

90

Fresh and bursting with energy, the nose suggests nougat and apricot,
jasmine, lavender, rosemary and honey with an atypically earthy palate.

13.5% 20172018

£12.99£13.49

23 Wine & Whiskey, Anglia Wines, Corking
Wines, Hallgarten Druitt, Wine Poole

Dom Chante Cigale, Extrait,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2014

87

86

90

86

Aromas of beeswax at first, lime and hints of pineapple and lychee are
continued on the palate, with a slight truffle note on the finish.

14%

20172020

£24

Boutinot

Domaine de la Bastide, Côtes
du Rhône 2016

87

87

88

86

A Viognier apricot nose is evident, followed by a marmalade, textured palate 13%
supported by a vibrant, fresh fruit salad of flavours.

20172018

£8.99

Averys

Domaine de la Janasse,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2015

87

88

88

85

Aromas of Greek yoghurt start on the nose, which transcend to custard and
crème caramel on the palate. There’s good acidity in support too.

14.5% 20172020

£34.55

Exel

Domaine Fontaine du Clos,
Castillon, Vacqueyras 2015

87

89

85

87

This is a typical, spicy-style Rhône, its herbal and vegetal notes dominating
the nose and palate. Fairly long, with good definition and poise.

14%

£19.99

Wanderlust Wine

Domaine Maby, Casta Diva,
Lirac 2016

87

87

85

88

This is a fragrant and full Lirac with Viognier to the fore. It’s finely defined,
with flavours of yellow fruit and a hint of mandarin.

14.5% 20172019

£18

The Wine Society

Domaine Roche Audran, César,
Côtes du Rhône 2014

87

84

90

87

A spicy nose and palate that suggest a good match with salted baked
seabass, with added complexity on the finish.

13.5% 20172019

£15.83

Christopher Piper

n Domaine Giraud, Les Sables
d’Arène, Côtes du Rhône 2016 The

Guillaume Gonnet, Bel Ami,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2015

87

85

88

87

Herbal aromatics initially on the nose, followed by apricot, mango and ripe
melon fruit. Excellent freshness on the palate and a bright finish too.

13%

20172020

£31.50

Alliance Wine, Old School Wines

Alain Jaume, La Fontaine,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2015

86

84

83

90

Starts beautifully, with crème pâtissière and custard apple. It’s quite
developed, full-bodied with rich poached pear fruit and a long finish.

14%

20172022

£25.60

Georges Barbier

Domaine de l’Oratoire St Martin,
Haut-Coustias, Cairanne 2015

86

86

86

87

Aromas of custard and spice dominate on the nose, then a good
concentration of pear fruit follows, and some good length to finish.

14%

20172018

POA

Berry Bros & Rudd

Girauds can do little wrong; very little
indeed on this evidence, which perfectly
balances Clairette’s aromatic potential
with the grounded yet high quality
Grenache Blanc. 93 Drink 2017-2019

Domaine de Montvac,
Mélodine, Vacqueyras 2015

86

87

85

87

Aromas distinctly reminiscent of a vanilla ice cream cone, followed by a rich
and creamy palate with an uncomplicated finish.

14%

20172020

N/A UK

www.domainedemontvac.fr

Domaine des Anges, Ventoux
2014

86

83

85

89

Opening with lime blossom, pear and almond on the nose, there’s a soft, fruity 13.5% 2017palate with mellow acidity, mango fruit and good length.
2018

£9.60

The Big Red Wine Co

Dom Les Grands Bois, Malorie,
CdR Villages Cairanne 2015

86

86

85

88

Attractive herbal nose recalling fennel, white flowers and elderberry, which
continues to cool, juicy fruits on the palate, and a marshmallow finish.

14%

20172019

N/A UK

www.grands-bois.com

Guillaume Gonnet, Le Reveur,
Côtes du Rhône 2015

86

82

89

86

There’s an earthy and herbal nose with rosemary and lavender highlights,
complemented by a good, fruity palate and decent length on the finish.

14%

20172019

£11.95

Alliance Wine, Reserve Wines

Le Clos du Caillou, Le Bouquet
de Garrigues, CdR 2016

86

85

88

85

Ripe mandarin and pear fruit on the nose, eclipsed on the palate by more
exotic notes of papaya and mango fruit salad.

14%

20172018

£18

H2vin, Terra Wines

Le Plan des Moines, Les
Silènes, Côtes du Rhône 2016

86

87

88

84

This has an intriguing Marsanne nose with high mineral expression and waxed 12.5% 2017apple skins. On the palate, there’s apricot, peach and mandarin.
2019

£14.75

Peter Watts

Mousset Barrot, Ch Jas de Bressy,
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2013

86

85

88

86

Very honeyed in style and slightly sweet on the nose. There’s good vibrancy
and concentration on the palate with a lengthy finish.

14%

20172019

£31.99

Frederic Robinson

Vidal-Fleury, Côtes du Rhône
2015

86

85

89

85

There’s a vestigial charm of dried apricots, ginger snaps and late-season
honeysuckle. Lovely expression of Viognier here.

13.5% 20172019

£12.99

Amps Wine Merchants, North & South
Wines, Stonewines, Wadebridge Wines

Commended 83-85pts
n Domaine André Mathieu, Châteauneuf-du-Pape
2015 85, 13.5%, 2017-2018, £25 Vinothentic n Le Clos
du Caillou, Le Caillou, Côtes du Rhône 2016 85,
13.5%, 2017-2018, £15 H2vin n M Chapoutier, La
Ciboise, Luberon 2015 85, 14%, 2017-2018, £11 Just In
Cases, The Fine Wine Co n Château de Campuget,
Invitation, Costières de Nîmes 2016 84, 13%,
2017-2019, £8.68-£9.99 Exel, Great Wines Direct,
Hallgarten Druitt & Novum, Strictly Wine, Wine Poole

n Christophe Coste, Dame Blanche, Côtes du Rhône
2015 84, 13%, 2017-2019, £15 The Big Red Wine Co
n Domaine de Beaurenard, Châteauneuf-du-Pape
2016 84, 14%, 2017-2018, POA Berkmann n Domaine
Montirius, Minéral, Vacqueyras 2014 84, 12.5%,
2017-2018, £19.60 OW Loeb & Co n Domaine St Amant,
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La Borry, Côtes du Rhône 2016 84, 13.5%, 2017-2018,
£10 The Wine Society n E Guigal, Côtes du Rhône
2015 84, 13%, 2017-2019, £9.95-£13.49 Widely available
via UK agent Fells n Mourchon, La Source, Côtes du
Rhône 2016 84, 13.5%, 2017-2018, £11.99 Averys
n Vidal-Fleury, Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2015 84,
13.5%, 2017-2019, £31.99 Warlingham Wines

20172019

White Cairanne, when it sings, as it
does here, entwines flowers and herbs,
and descants to a memorable finish.
Notes of fennel and even white pepper,
not to mention a subliminal prompt to
another glass! 95 Drink 2017-2020

n Tardieu-Laurent, Guy Louis,
Côtes du Rhône 2015 With grapes
from north and south of the Rhône Valley,
all aged in oak at different durations, it’s
complex, long and very food-friendly. Can
certainly compete with Châteauneuf-duPape blanc. 92 Drink 2017-2019

n Domaine Maby, La Fermade,
Lirac 2016 I never cease to be amazed
by the value offered by Richard Maby’s
Fermade Liracs. It has broad pear fruit
with a spicy freshness and dry finish;
enlivening vitality. 93 Drink 2017-2020

NB: the tasters’ top wines are not necessarily their top-scoring, rather those which, on learning
the wines’ identity, they feel are the most notable given their provenance, price or other factors

"ANDY KATZ HAS THE GENIUS TO SET
THE TERROIR, THE LAND, ITS PEOPLE,

Faulty
n Jean-Luc Colombo, Les Abeilles, Côtes du Rhône
2016 (oxidised) n Vignerons d’Estezargues, Plein
Sud, Côtes du Rhône 2016 (oxidised)
For full UK stockist details, see p97

Fair 76-82pts
n Domaine Gigondan, Côtes du Rhône 2016 82
n Raymond Usseglio & Fils, Les Claux, Côtes du
Rhône 2014 82 n Domaine des Amadieu, Haut de
Beauregard, Cairanne 2015 79 n Château Noël
St-Laurent, Côtes du Rhône 2015 78 n Eric Texier,
Brézème, Côtes du Rhône 2015 78

n Domaine Les Hautes Cances,
Cuvée Tradition, Cairanne 2016

Next month’s panel tastings
Red Provence &
Beaujolais crus 2015

AND THEIR DEEP-SET TRADITIONS
BEAUTIFULLY BEFORE YOUR EYES."
— Hugh Johnson, Wine Writer

THE CLUB OF NINE
The newest book from world-renowned
photographer Andy Katz reveals breathtaking
images of nine of the most important
wineries in the world. Andy brings his
ﬁnely-honed vision — and his camera — to the
most iconic vineyards in Bordeaux.

Award-winning writer Jane Anson explains the
history and mystery of these iconic châteaux.
Order at:
lauren@devilproofvineyards.com
U.S. $60.00/U.K. £45.00/ EU. €55.00
www.andykatzphotography.com

